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Azusa Sekkei 
C/- DWP 
16 Telford Street  
Newcastle  NSW  2300 
Attention: Katherine Daunt 

Dear Katherine, 

NIHON UNIVERSITY NEWCASTLE CAMPUS 
PHASE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT – A TECHNICAL NOTE 

General background 

Azusa Sekkei, on behalf of Nihon University (herein the Client) are currently 
undertaking design works for the proposed Nihon University Newcastle Campus at 9 
Church street Newcastle (the Site). Cardno (NSW/ACT) Pty Ltd (Cardno) was engaged 
by Azusa Sekkei (the Client) to assess the available environmental reports for the Site.  

Cardno understands that the proposed development is a State Significant Development 
(SSD) comprising the demolition of two (2) existing building to the east and west of the 
former 1892 Newcastle Court house and the refurbishment of the courthouse for new 
purposes. Due to the Capital building investment value of the development, the consent 
authority is the NSW Department of Planning & Environment (DPE).   

The potential Site contamination issues were addressed in the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) which were largely based on the Phase 1 Contamination Report 
prepared by Coffey (2012) and further discussions within Cardno's Geotechnical report. 
The EIS committed to deferring the Phase 2 contamination testing until the two (2) 
existing buildings are demolished, as undertaking further testing now would be a 
difficult exercise due to the close proximity of the existing buildings. 

This approach was rejected by DPE who stated that; A contamination assessment also 

needs to be provided to address SEPP 55 and provide further justification from an 

appropriately qualified and experienced person in relation to whether the site is 

contaminated. As previously advised, if the site requires remediation works, it must 

form part of the development as it would be Category 1 remediation." 

Objective and purpose 

The objective of this Technical Note is to provide Azusa Sekkei clear guidance in 
relation to site specific circumstances and procedures which are to be implemented for 
the future land contamination assessments at the site. This Technical Note should be 
read in conjunction with the referenced documents.  

Review of available reports 

Cardno reviewed the environmental reports listed below (see attachments) and 
determine, given the age of the reports, if the conclusions were still valid:  

1. Coffey (2012) Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Newcastle
Courthouse And Former Newcastle East Public School; and

2. Prensa (2016) Detailed Site Investigation 9 Church St, Newcastle, NSW 2300.
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This report should be read in conjunction with the reports listed above. 

Coffey (2012) report: 

The 2012 Coffey report was undertaken for due diligence purposes prior to the intended sale of the property. 
The report documented the results of a desktop study that assessed the available historical information and 
current planning documents to determine whether potential soil and/or groundwater have been impacted by 
past activities undertaken on, beneath or adjacent to the Site. As part of the desktop study, Coffey 
undertook: 

> a site walkover to document the condition of the site and identify evidence of past or present potential
sources of contamination; and

> reviewed the following:

- Historical ownership of the site;

- Six (6) aerial photographs dating from 1959 to 2004;

- The Section 149 Planning Certificate for the site obtained from Newcastle City  Council;

- Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) notices applying to the site and nearby properties; and

- Site topography, geology, and hydrogeology including site drainage and regional groundwater usage
through a search of registered groundwater bores.

Based on information obtained from the sources listed above Coffey concluded that there was a low to

medium potential activities on/or adjacent to the site had affected site soil and or groundwater and no further 
action was required. However, Coffey qualified this statement by identifying that given the current site layout 
there was limited potential for exposure to soil. Coffey have further indicated that if the site is to be 
redeveloped and the existing structures will be removed the following issues warrant further investigations: 

> The potential impacts from the weathering and or damage to hazardous building materials i.e. lead paints
or asbestos;

> The potential use of unsuitable fill material on site; and

> The potential use of pesticides and insecticides across the site.

Prensa (2016) report 

In 2016, Prensa undertook a limited Detailed Site Investigation (DSI) that involved the collection of soil 
samples from ten (10) readily accessible locations surrounding the Site.  The objective of the DSI was to 
assess the contamination status of soil associated with previously identified Areas of potential Environmental 
Concern (AEC). 

Prensa reported that several shallow (<1m) soil samples reported concentrations of TRH, benzo(a)pyrene 
and lead in excess of both the commercial and high density residential criteria.   

Based on information obtained from Newcastle City Council, Coffey identified that the site was potentially 
affected by land contamination, however further enquiries by Prensa confirmed that engine works and fuel/oil 
storage were previously undertaken on the adjacent site, 1 Church Street (Police Station) which is situated to 
the east of the site.  

Prensa concluded that existing concentrations of TRH, benzo(a)pyrene and lead do not preclude ongoing 
commercial use of the Site; should the Site be redeveloped for a more sensitive land, further assessment, 
management and/or remediation of fill material across the site is recommended in open areas and beneath 
slabs following any proposed demolition. 

Cardno has reviewed both the Coffey Phase 1 ESA (2012) and Prensa (2016) DSI and concurs with the 
conclusions present in both reports; that while the site is suitable for ongoing use as a commercial facility, 
following demolition of the two buildings a Detailed Site Investigation (DSI) should be undertaken on 
exposed soils.  
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Cardno therefore recommend that: 

1) The additional detailed investigations as recommended by both Coffey (2012) and Prensa (2016) be 
undertaken following demolition of the two (2) buildings to the east and west of the former 1892 
Newcastle Court house building. This approach is advised as approximately 90% of the site is 
currently covered by either buildings or hardstand limiting access to soils. Any conclusions drawn 
from the results of sampling such a small portion of the site would not be representative of the site 
as a whole and therefore conclusions as to the Site’s suitability would be unable to drawn. In 
particular, as the exact location and status of the former engine workshop and fuel/oil storage 
facilities reportedly located at 1 Church Street (Police Station) is unknown; investigations along the 
eastern boundary are currently hindered by the existing infrastructure.

2) If necessary, a Remediation Action Plan be prepared by a suitably qualified land contamination 
consultant and implemented following the post demolition DSI and prior to the proposed 
development. 

Yours sincerely, 

Bob Campbell 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
for Cardno 
Direct Line: +61 2 9495 8186 
Email: robert.campbell@cardno.com.au 

Attachments 
1. Coffey (2012) Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Newcastle Courthouse And Former

Newcastle East Public School; and
2. Prensa (2016) Detailed Site Investigation 9 Church St, Newcastle, NSW 2300.
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NSW Department of Attorney General and Justice 
Justice Precinct Offices 
160 Marsden St 
PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 

 

Attention: Alan Griffith 

 

Dear Alan 

 

RE: PHASE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT NEWCASTLE COURTHOUSE AND 
FORMER NEWCASTLE EAST PUBLIC SCHOOL CHURCH AND BOLTON STREETS 
NEWCASTLE NSW 

 

Coffey Environments Australia Pty Ltd (Coffey) is pleased to provide our Phase 1 Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA) report for the above site. 

We draw your attention to the enclosed sheet entitled “Important Information about your Coffey 
Environmental Report” which should be read in conjunction with the report. 

We trust that our report meets with your requirements. If you require any further information regarding 
our report, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

For and on behalf of Coffey Environments Australia Pty Ltd 

 

James McMahon 

Associate Environmental Scientist 
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This report presents the findings of a Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA) undertaken 
by Coffey Environments Australia Pty Ltd (Coffey) for the Newcastle Court House and the Former 
Newcastle East Public School. 

The PESA was commissioned by NSW Department of Attorney General and Justice in response to a 
Coffey proposal (Reference ENAUWARA04292AA-P01 (dated 29 May 2012). The Newcastle Court 
House is located at 9 Church St, Newcastle (site 1) and the Former Newcastle East Public School is 
located at 58 Bolton St, Newcastle (site 2) (collectively “the sites”).  It is understood that the sites are to 
be sold and the PESA was requested to form part of the due diligence documents for prospective 
purchasers of the sites.  

The objectives of the PESA were to: 

 Identify potentially contaminating activities that are currently being performed on the site and that 
may have been performed on the site in the past; 

 Assess Areas of Environmental Concern (AEC’s) and Chemicals of Concern (COC’s) for the site; 

 Provide recommendations on further assessment, if considered necessary. 

 A desktop study and historical review of past activities at the site with the potential to cause 
contamination, including: 

o A review of historical ownership of the site; 

o A review of aerial photography from the past 50 to 60 years;  

o A review of the Section 149 Planning Certificate for the site obtained from Port Stephens Council; 
and 

o A review of NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) notices applying to the site and 
nearby properties. 

 An assessment of the site topography, geology and hydrogeology including site drainage and 
regional groundwater usage through a search of registered groundwater bores; 

 A site walkover including a visual assessment of current site activities, potential sources of 
contamination, property boundaries, surrounding land uses, topography, drainage, and nearby 
sensitive environments to help identify AECs and potential COCs; and 

 Preparation of this PESA report. 

Based on the information that was provided by the site history review and the site walkover, the two 
sites have been assessed as having a low to medium likelihood of having soil contamination. The 
potential contamination relates to: 

 Weathering and or maintenance/demolition of hazardous building materials, 

 Potential use of fill the sites site; 

 Potential use of pesticides and insecticides. 

Given that buildings and pavements cover the majority of the sites, particularly Site 1 Church Street, 
exposure to and/or offsite migration of potential soil contamination is limited.   If the buildings and 
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pavements on the sites remain in their current configuration  then further investigation is not required at 
this time.  

Should re-development of the sites be proposed, including demolition of the non-heritage listed 
buildings and pavements,, Coffey recommends that a Phase 2 ESA be carried out by a suitably 
qualified environmental consultant targeting the identified AECs that are likely to impact on the 
proposed development.  The assessment should include, but not necessarily be limited to, the 
collection of surface soil samples from fill, around the buildings and gardens and laboratory analysis of 
samples for the COCs identified.   
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 General 

This report presents the findings of a Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA) undertaken 
by Coffey Environments Australia Pty Ltd (Coffey) for the Newcastle Court House and the Former 
Newcastle East Public School. 

The PESA was commissioned by NSW Department of Attorney General and Justice in response to a 
Coffey proposal (Reference ENAUWARA04292AA-P01 (dated 29 May 2012). The Newcastle Court 
House is located at 9 Church St, Newcastle (site 1) and the Former Newcastle East Public School is 
located at 58 Bolton St, Newcastle (site 2) (collectively “the sites”).  It is understood that the sites are to 
be sold and the PESA was requested to form part of the due diligence documents for prospective 
purchasers of the sites.  

This report has been prepared in accordance with the relevant sections of the NSW OEH (2011) 
Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on Contaminated Sites. This report must be read in conjunction 
with the attached sheet entitled “Important Information about your Coffey Environmental Report”, which 
can be found at the end of this report. 

1.2 Objectives 

The objectives of the Phase 1 ESA were to: 

 Identify potentially contaminating activities that are currently being performed on the site and that 
may have been performed on the site in the past; 

 Assess Areas of Environmental Concern (AEC’s) and Chemicals of Concern (COC’s) for the site; 

 Provide recommendations on further assessment, if considered necessary. 

1.3 Scope of Work 

In order to achieve the above objectives, the following scope of work was undertaken:  

 A desktop study and historical review of past activities at the site with the potential to cause 
contamination, including: 

o A review of historical ownership of the site; 

o A review of aerial photography from the past 50 to 60 years;  

o A review of the Section 149 Planning Certificate for the site obtained from Port Stephens Council; 
and 

o A review of NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) notices applying to the site and 
nearby properties. 

 An assessment of the site topography, geology and hydrogeology including site drainage and 
regional groundwater usage through a search of registered groundwater bores; 
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 A site walkover including a visual assessment of current site activities, potential sources of 
contamination, property boundaries, surrounding land uses, topography, drainage, and nearby 
sensitive environments to help identify AECs and potential COCs; and 

 Preparation of this PESA report. 

2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Location and Identification 

General site information is provided below in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 – SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS 

SITE ADDRESS: Site 1 is located at 9 Church St, Newcastle NSW. The location of site 
1 is shown on Figure 1. 

Site 2 is located at 58 Bolton St, Newcastle NSW. The location of site 
2 is shown on Figure 1. 

APPROXIMATE TOTAL SITE 
AREA: 

Site 1: 4,750m2 

Site 2: 2,566m2 

SITE IDENTIFICATION Site 1 is identified as a portion of Lot 7002 DP 1077042. Site 1 is 
situated in the Newcastle Local Government Area, in the Parish of 
Newcastle and the County of Northumberland. 

Site 2 is identified as Lot 1 DP 709455. Site 2 is situated in the 
Newcastle Local Government Area, in the Parish of Newcastle and 
the County of Northumberland. 

PREVIOUS LANDUSE: Historical evidence indicates that Site 1 has operated as a court 
house since 1892. 

Historical evidence indicates that Site 2 has operated as a school 
from 1830s-1985. 

CURRENT LANDUSE: The sites currently consist of courthouse (Church Street) and related 
support services including administration and community 
services(Bolton Street).. 

PROPOSED LANDUSE: The proposed land use for the sites is unknown. 

ADJOINING SITE USES: 

 

Site 1:  

 Mixed commercial and residential to the north; 
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 James Fletcher Hospital to the south; 

 Police Station to the east; and 

 Newcastle Grammar to the west. 

Site 2:  

 Multistorey car park to the north; 

 Court house and school to the south; 

 Mixed commercial to the east; and 

 Residential to the west. 

2.2 Site Topography and Drainage 

The sites are located on a spur on the lower slopes of an area known as The Hill.  The Church St 
frontage of Site 1 is relatively level and the Bolton St frontage of Site 2 slopes down to the north.  The 
general topography of the Site 1 is level whereas Site 2 appears to be terraced by cutting in to the 
natural slope.  The natural topography of the Sites has been modified by historical development.  

Surface water appears to be collected into onsite to stormwater pits and drain into the municipal 
underground drainage system. Stormwater from Bolton Street is likely to flow to the north and 
eventually discharge to the Hunter River located about 200m north of Site 2.  Stormwater from Site 1 
could flow down towards Newcastle Beach and discharge to the Pacific Ocean.  Newcastle Beach is 
located about 200m to the east of Site 1. 

2.3 Geology and Soils,  

Reference to the Newcastle 1:50,000 Geological Sheet (9029 – 1:50,000) produced by the NSW 
Department of Mineral Resources (1974) indicates that the Site is likely to be underlain by the 
Newcastle Coal Measures.  The Newcastle Coal Measures are described as sandstone siltstone, 
claystone, coal and tuff. 

These rocks typically weather to form clayey sands and sandy clays of low to medium plasticity. 

2.4 Hydrogeology and Groundwater Use 

The NSW Department of Water and Energy operates a website listed as www.waterinfo.nsw.gov.au 
with search tools that provide summary reports on registered bores in NSW.  Coffey Environments 
carried out a search of registered bores on this website on the 3 November 2009. The results of this 
search indicated that that there were two (2) registered bores within a 1 kilometre radius of the Site.   

Bore GW200283 and GW200284 are registered for ‘Irrigation’ purposes and are located to the north of 
the Site in an inferred down gradient direction.  These wells are located more than 700 metres from site 
and are most likely located in alluvial deposits associated with the Hunter River.  The water bearing 
zones were between 1.2-4.1m in sand. The search results are included in Appendix A. 
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Based on observations of the surrounding topography, groundwater at the Site is expected to be 
located, within the underlying bedrock, at a depth between about 10m to 15m.Groundwater flow 
direction would be to the north and east discharging either to the Hunter River or Newcastle Beach. 
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3 SITE HISTORY REVIEW 

A site history review was undertaken as part of the PESA, and included: 

 A review of historical ownership of the site; 

 A review of aerial photography from the past 50 to 60 years; 

 A site walkover to help identify current and previous activities carried out on the site, to help identify 
AECs ad COCs and to identify surrounding land uses; 

 A review of the Section 149 Planning Certificate for the site held by Newcastle City Council; and 

 A review of NSW OEH notices applying to the site and nearby properties. 

The information provided from the above review is summarised in the sections below. 

3.1 Historical Titles Search 

A search of historical titles for the site was undertaken by Advanced Legal Searchers Pty Ltd.  A list of 
past registered proprietors for the lots was obtained dating back to 1883. The results of the search are 
included in Appendix B. 

The historical titles search indicated the following: 

 Site 1 Church Street 

o Site 1 was Crown Land until 1985; 

o The State of New South Wales is the current owner; 

 Site 2 Bolton Street 

o During 1883-1892 parcels of Site 2 were reclaimed by order of resumption by the Colony of 
New South Wales for the purpose of erecting a Public School. 

o In 1985 Site 2 was transferred to the then Minister of Public Works and Ports for the 
purpose of Newcastle East Court Annexe; 

o The current owner is Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second for and on 
behalf of the Minister for Justice for the Department of Courts Administration. 

3.2 Aerial Photograph Review 

Aerial photographs of the site were purchased from the NSW Land and Property Management Authority 
and reviewed by a Coffey Environmental Scientist.  The results of the aerial photograph review are 
summarised below in Table 3.  The aerial photographs are presented in Appendix C. 
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TABLE 2 – AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH REVIEW 

YEAR SITE SURROUNDING LAND 

1959 Site 1: Central Court House building is 
visible.  The area where the western wing 
now stands appears vacant with some 
trees present. A building appears to be 
located where the current eastern wing 
stands 

Buildings to the north east of Site 1 appear to 
be similar to the current configuration. 
Buildings to the east and south appear different 
to the current configuration.  The property to 
the west appears vacant. 

 

Site 2: Old School building is visible.  
School yard appears to be sealed.  One or 
two trees appear in the south eastern 
corner. 

Buildings to the south west and south east 
appear to be similar to the current 
configuration.  The western property appears 
to be vacant.  The northern property appears to 
be used as a car park. 

1965 Site 1: Similar to 1959 except a different 
building appears to be located to the east 
of the old court house. 

Similar to 1959 

  

Site 2: Similar to 1959 

 

Similar to 1959 

 

1974 Site 1 Eastern wing has changed 
configuration.  Remainder of site appears 
to remain unchanged. 

The property to the east appears to have 
changed building configuration. 

Site 2: Similar to 1965.  More trees are 
apparent in the south east corner. A 
building is visible in the north east corner 

Similar to 1965 

1983 Site 1: Building layout appears to be similar 
to the current configuration. 

Similar to 1974 - the police station has been 
developed to the east of Site 1. 

Site 2: Building layout appears to be similar 
to the current configuration with the 
exception of the toilet block on the western 
boundary. 

A multi storey car park has been built to the 
north of Site 2. 
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YEAR SITE SURROUNDING LAND 

1993 Site 1: Similar to 1983 Large buildings have been added along the 
neighbouring southern border. 

Site 2: Similar to 1983. Large building complex has been added to 
eastern neighbour across Bolton St and 
appears similar to the current configuration. 

2004 Site 1: Similar to the current configuration. Appears similar to the current configuration. 

Site 2:  Toilet block is visible and the site 
appears similar to the current 
confuiguration.  

Appears similar to the current configuration. 
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3.3 Site Observations 

A Coffey Environmental Scientist visited the site on 13 June 2012 to observe the exterior of the 
buildings and the site condition. Site photographs were taken during the visit, and are shown in 
Appendix D. The current site layout and features are shown on Figure 2. 

The observations noted during the site walkover are summarised below. For ease of reporting, the site 
has been divided into three sections (southern, middle and northern sections). 

 Site 1: 

o Site 1 is largely occupied by the court house building.  The court house is made up of 
three distinct structures.   

o The central structure is the original court house constructed of timber and sandstone. 
The original courthouse was constructed circa 1890 as indicated on the front facia of 
the building.  The exterior of the building was painted and papered in good condition. 
The rear of the original court house is unpaved and overgrown with grass and 
several large trees. 

o  

o The eastern wing appeared to brick building in good condition.  The eastern wing 
was founded approximately 0.5m below the footpath along Church St. 

o The western wing is cut into the slope upto approximately 1.8m and appears to be 
constructed from concrete. 

o The rear of site 1 may contain fill; 

 Site 2 

o Contained a two storey brick school house at the front of the site which exterior was 
in fair condition. It was observed that window frames had cracked and peeling paint.  
Pink undercoat was noted; 

o Contained a temporary weatherboard building in the north-west corner of site.  A 
weatherboard building on the southern boundary.  Both buildings were in a state of 
disrepair and disused.  The building on the southern boundary  had missing, rotten 
and termite affected weatherboards. Pale yellow undercoat was noted. The 
corrugated metal roof was significantly rusted. 

o Contained a brick toilet block on the western; 

o The remainder of site appeared to be historically cut and filled to create level areas 
and is currently used as a court staff car park and is bitumen paved; 

o The surface of site was paved with asphalt that was weathered and root affected by 
the large trees present on site. 
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3.4 Section 149 Planning Certificate 

Section 149 Planning Certificates were obtained from Newcastle City Council for the sites. A Copy of 
the certificate is provided in Appendix F. Table 4 (below) summarises the information contained within 
the certificate. 

TABLE 3 – INFORMATION FROM SECTION 149 PLANNING CERTIFICATES 

CURRENT ZONING Site 1 5(a) Special Uses Zone- Hospital 

Site 2: B4 Mixed Use Zone 

CRITICAL HABITATS None 

CONSERVATION AREAS The sites are within conservation areas. 

MINE SUBSIDENCE ISSUES Site 1 is within a proclaimed mine subsidence district. 

Site 2 is not within a proclaimed mine subsidence district. 

FLOODING ISSUES The sites are not on flood prone land as defined by the 
Floodplain Development Manual. 

SITE CONTAMINATION NOTICES Council’s information indicates that Site 1 may be affected by 
land contamination.  

Land contamination is neither excluded nor noted in the Section 
149 certificate for Site 2. The Section 149 certificates notes that 
“Council has adopted a policy of restricting development or 
imposing conditions on properties affected by Land 
Contamination”.  

Potential Acid Sulfate Soils Works carried out on the land must be undertaken in accordance 
with the LEP. 

3.5 NSW OEH Records 

A search of the NSW OEH database revealed that thirteen properties within the Newcastle Local 
Government Area are registered with notices.  These properties are greater than 3km away from the 
sites.  Coffey considers that these properties are not located within close proximity to the sites and are 
therefore unlikely to have a significant impact. 

The NSW OEH database indicates the court house is heritage listed was extended to the east for 
offices and court rooms around 1949. Two trial courts were later added to the west of the building. 
There were extensive alterations and additions carried out to the 1892 and the 1949 buildings in 1982. 
Repairs following the 1989 earthquake were undertaken in 1991. 

Former Newcastle East Public School is a State significant building and was built from 1908-1912  and 
constructed in face brick with a contrasting sandstone trim, abutments and string coursing. Original 
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slate roofing material has been replaced with tiles.  Exterior materials: brick, sandstone, tiles.  Interior 
materials: timber joinery. 

A copy of the database searches are provided in Appendix F. 

3.6 Summary of Site History 

The information obtained from the site history review has been summarised below: 

 Both Site 1 and Site 2 have been under government control for over 100 years. 

 The Court House was constructed in 1890 and during the 1970and 1980s eastern and western 
wings were added to the original courthouse.  The original Court House building is heritage listed. 

 Site 2 appears to have gone little change with the exception of a demountable building and toilet 
block being placed on site. 

3.7 Gaps in the Site History 

The following gaps were identified during the site history review: 

 Refurbishment and or maintenance practises of the past may have potentially contaminated the 
land with hazardous building materials such as lead in paint and asbestos; 

 The type and amounts of fill used on the sites is unknown; 

 The makeup and condition of underground services; and 

 It is not known if pesticides or insecticides were used to maintain gardens;  
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4 POTENTIAL AREAS AND CHEMICALS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN 

Based on the site history review and the site walkover, the potential AECs and COCs identified at the 
site are presented below in Table 5. 

TABLE 4 – POTENTIAL AECS AND COCS 

AEC 
POTENTIAL 

CONTAMINATING 
ACTIVITY 

POTENTIAL 
COCS 

LIKELIHOOD OF 
CONTAMINATION* 

COMMENT 

1. Site 1 - 
entire site 

Weathering and or 
maintenance/demol
ition of hazardous 
building materials. 

Infiltration of 
potential 
contaminants 
through poorly 
maintained 
pavements 
Potential use of fill 
onsite. 

Potential use of 
pesticides and 
insecticides. 

TPH, PAH, 
BTEX,OCPs, 
OPPs, Metals, 
and Asbestos 

Low-medium Site 1 has been 
developed overtime.  The 
only accessible soil on 
site is limited to an 
approximately 10m x 30m 
at the rear of site. 

2. Site 2 - 
entire site 

Weathering and or 
maintenance/demol
ition of hazardous 
building materials. 

Infiltration of 
potential 
contaminants 
through poorly 
maintained 
pavements  

Potential use of fill 
onsite. 

Potential use of 
pesticides and 
insecticides. 

TPH, PAH, 
BTEX,OCPs, 
OPPs, Metals, 
and Asbestos 

Low-medium  Contamination, if it exists, 
is likely to be beneath the 
asphalt and concrete 
pavements covering the 
majority of site 

NOTES: 

* = It is important to note that this is not an assessment of the financial risk associated with the AEC in the event 

contamination is detected, but a qualitative assessment of the probability of contamination being detected at the 
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AEC 
POTENTIAL 

CONTAMINATING 
ACTIVITY 

POTENTIAL 
COCS 

LIKELIHOOD OF 
CONTAMINATION* 

COMMENT 

potential AEC. 

Metals - Arsenic, Cadmium, Chromium, Copper, Lead, Mercury, Nickel and Zinc; TPH - Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons; 

PAH - Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons; OCP - Organochlorine Pesticides; OPP – Organophosphorus Pesticides

 

5 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the information that was provided by the site history review and the site walkover, the two 
sites have been assessed as having a low to medium likelihood of having soil contamination.  The 
potential contamination relates to: 

 Weathering and or maintenance/demolition of hazardous building materials, 

 Potential use of fill the sites site; 

 Potential use of pesticides and insecticides. 

Given that buildings and pavements cover the majority of the sites, particularly Site 1 Church Street, 
exposure to and/or offsite migration of potential soil contamination is limited.   If the buildings and 
pavements on the sites remain in their current configuration  then further investigation is not required at 
this time.  

Should re-development of the sites be proposed, including demolition of the non-heritage listed 
buildings and pavements,, Coffey recommends that a Phase 2 ESA be carried out by a suitably 
qualified environmental consultant targeting the identified AECs that are likely to impact on the 
proposed development.  The assessment should include, but not necessarily be limited to, the 
collection of surface soil samples from fill, around the buildings and gardens and laboratory analysis of 
samples for the COCs identified.   
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6 LIMITATIONS 

It is the nature of contaminated site investigations that the degree of variability in site conditions cannot 
be known completely and no sampling and analysis program can eliminate all uncertainty concerning 
the condition of the site.  Professional judgement must be exercised in the collection and interpretation 
of the data.   

In preparing this report, current guidelines for assessment and management of contaminated land were 
followed.  This work has been conducted in good faith in accordance with Coffey Environments 
understanding of the client’s brief and general accepted practice for environmental consulting. 

This report was prepared for NSW Department of Attorney General and Justice with the objective of 
assessing past and present potentially contaminating activities on the site that could potentially impact 
on the future use of the property.  No warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the information and 
professional advice included in this report. Anyone using this document does so at their own risk and 
should satisfy themselves concerning its applicability and, where necessary, should seek expert advice 
in relation to the particular situation. 
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Groundwater Works Summary 

Work Requested -- GW200284 

Works Details (top)  

 
Site Details (top)  

For information on the meaning of fields please see Glossary  
Document Generated on Thursday, July 26, 2012 Print Report

Works Details Site Details Form A Licensed Construction Water Bearing Zones Drillers Log

GROUNDWATER NUMBER GW200284
LIC-NUM 20BL168739
AUTHORISED-PURPOSES IRRIGATION
INTENDED-PURPOSES IRRIGATION
WORK-TYPE Bore
WORK-STATUS

CONSTRUCTION-METHOD Auger - Hollow Flight
OWNER-TYPE

COMMENCE-DATE

COMPLETION-DATE 2003-11-25
FINAL-DEPTH (metres) 4.00
DRILLED-DEPTH (metres) 4.00
CONTRACTOR-NAME

DRILLER-NAME

PROPERTY NEWCASTLE FORESHORE
GWMA - 
GW-ZONE - 
STANDING-WATER-LEVEL 1.20
SALINITY 367.00
YIELD 6.00

REGION 20 - HUNTER
RIVER-BASIN

AREA-DISTRICT

CMA-MAP

GRID-ZONE

SCALE

ELEVATION

ELEVATION-SOURCE

NORTHING 6356230.00
EASTING 386520.00
LATITUDE 32 55' 35"
LONGITUDE 151 47' 11"
GS-MAP

Page 1 of 3Groundwater Works Summary

26/07/2012http://is2.dnr.nsw.gov.au/proxy/dipnr/gwworks?GWWID=GW200284



 
Form-A (top)  

 
Licensed (top)  

 
Construction (top)  

Negative depths indicate Above Ground Level;H-Hole;P-Pipe;OD-Outside Diameter;  
ID-Inside Diameter;C-Cemented;SL-Slot Length;A-Aperture;GS-Grain Size;Q-Quantity 

 
Water Bearing Zones (top)  

 
Drillers Log (top)  

AMG-ZONE 56
COORD-SOURCE Map Interpretation
REMARK

COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND
PARISH NEWCASTLE
PORTION-LOT-DP 2/729028

COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND
PARISH NEWCASTLE
PORTION-LOT-DP 2 729028

HOLE-
NO

PIPE-
NO

COMPONENT-
CODE

COMPONENT-
TYPE

DEPTH-
FROM 
(metres)

DEPTH-
TO 
(metres)

OD 
(mm)

ID 
(mm) INTERVAL DETAIL

1 Hole Hole 0.00 4.00 180
Auger - 
Hollow 
Flight

1 1 Casing PVC Class 9 0.00 4.00 48 44
Glued; 
Seated 
on 
Bottom

1 1 Opening Slots - Vertical 1.20 4.00 60

PVC 
Class 9; 
Casing - 
Drilled 
Holes; 
SL: 
1.2mm

1 Annulus Waterworn/Rounded 2.80 4.00
Graded; 
GS: 2-
2.5mm; 
Q: 20m³

FROM-
DEPTH 
(metres)

TO-
DEPTH 
(metres)

THICKNESS 
(metres)

ROCK-
CAT-
DESC

S-
W-L

D-
D-L YIELD

TEST-
HOLE-
DEPTH 
(metres)

DURATION SALINITY 

1.20 4.00 2.80 1.20 1.58 2.00 0.50

FROM TO THICKNESS DESC GEO-MATERIAL COMMENT

Page 2 of 3Groundwater Works Summary

26/07/2012http://is2.dnr.nsw.gov.au/proxy/dipnr/gwworks?GWWID=GW200284



 

Warning To Clients: This raw data has been supplied to the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources 
(DIPNR) by drillers, licensees and other sources. The DIPNR does not verify the accuracy of this data. The data is presented for 
use by you at your own risk. You should consider verifying this data before relying on it. Professional hydrogeological advice 
should be sought in interpreting and using this data. 

0.00 1.30 1.30 fill (hard)
1.30 4.00 2.70 sand (coarse amber)

Page 3 of 3Groundwater Works Summary

26/07/2012http://is2.dnr.nsw.gov.au/proxy/dipnr/gwworks?GWWID=GW200284



Groundwater Works Summary 

Work Requested -- GW200283 

Works Details (top)  

 
Site Details (top)  

For information on the meaning of fields please see Glossary  
Document Generated on Thursday, July 26, 2012 Print Report

Works Details Site Details Form A Licensed Construction Water Bearing Zones Drillers Log

GROUNDWATER NUMBER GW200283
LIC-NUM 20BL168742
AUTHORISED-PURPOSES IRRIGATION
INTENDED-PURPOSES IRRIGATION
WORK-TYPE Bore
WORK-STATUS

CONSTRUCTION-METHOD Auger - Hollow Flight
OWNER-TYPE

COMMENCE-DATE

COMPLETION-DATE 2003-11-30
FINAL-DEPTH (metres) 4.10
DRILLED-DEPTH (metres) 4.10
CONTRACTOR-NAME

DRILLER-NAME

PROPERTY NEWCASTLE FORESHORE
GWMA - 
GW-ZONE - 
STANDING-WATER-LEVEL 2.11
SALINITY 405.00
YIELD 3.00

REGION 20 - HUNTER
RIVER-BASIN

AREA-DISTRICT

CMA-MAP

GRID-ZONE

SCALE

ELEVATION

ELEVATION-SOURCE

NORTHING 6356350.00
EASTING 386820.00
LATITUDE 32 55' 31"
LONGITUDE 151 47' 22"
GS-MAP

Page 1 of 3Groundwater Works Summary

26/07/2012http://is2.dnr.nsw.gov.au/proxy/dipnr/gwworks?GWWID=GW200283



 
Form-A (top)  

 
Licensed (top)  

 
Construction (top)  

Negative depths indicate Above Ground Level;H-Hole;P-Pipe;OD-Outside Diameter;  
ID-Inside Diameter;C-Cemented;SL-Slot Length;A-Aperture;GS-Grain Size;Q-Quantity 

 
Water Bearing Zones (top)  

 
Drillers Log (top)  

AMG-ZONE 56
COORD-SOURCE Map Interpretation
REMARK

COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND
PARISH NEWCASTLE
PORTION-LOT-DP 11/720672

COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND
PARISH NEWCASTLE
PORTION-LOT-DP 11 720672

HOLE-
NO

PIPE-
NO

COMPONENT-
CODE

COMPONENT-
TYPE

DEPTH-
FROM 
(metres)

DEPTH-
TO 
(metres)

OD 
(mm)

ID 
(mm) INTERVAL DETAIL

1 Hole Hole 0.00 4.10 180
Auger - 
Hollow 
Flight

1 1 Casing PVC Class 9 0.00 4.10 48 44
Glued; 
Seated 
on 
Bottom

1 1 Opening Slots - Vertical 2.90 4.10 60

PVC 
Class 9; 
Casing - 
Drilled 
Holes; 
SL: 
1.2mm

1 Annulus Waterworn/Rounded 2.90 4.10
Graded; 
GS: 2-
2.5mm; 
Q: 20m³

FROM-
DEPTH 
(metres)

TO-
DEPTH 
(metres)

THICKNESS 
(metres)

ROCK-
CAT-
DESC

S-
W-L

D-
D-L YIELD

TEST-
HOLE-
DEPTH 
(metres)

DURATION SALINITY 

1.40 4.10 2.70 2.11 2.54 1.50 0.50

FROM TO THICKNESS DESC GEO-MATERIAL COMMENT

Page 2 of 3Groundwater Works Summary

26/07/2012http://is2.dnr.nsw.gov.au/proxy/dipnr/gwworks?GWWID=GW200283



 

Warning To Clients: This raw data has been supplied to the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources 
(DIPNR) by drillers, licensees and other sources. The DIPNR does not verify the accuracy of this data. The data is presented for 
use by you at your own risk. You should consider verifying this data before relying on it. Professional hydrogeological advice 
should be sought in interpreting and using this data. 

0.00 1.40 1.40 fill (hard and loam)
1.40 2.60 1.20 sand (grey, with 5m stones)
2.60 4.10 1.50 sand (coarse, grey)

Page 3 of 3Groundwater Works Summary
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Groundwater Works Summary 

Work Requested -- GW200282 

Works Details (top)  

 
Site Details (top)  

For information on the meaning of fields please see Glossary  
Document Generated on Thursday, July 26, 2012 Print Report

Works Details Site Details Form A Licensed Construction Water Bearing Zones Drillers Log

GROUNDWATER NUMBER GW200282
LIC-NUM 20BL168738
AUTHORISED-PURPOSES IRRIGATION
INTENDED-PURPOSES IRRIGATION
WORK-TYPE Bore
WORK-STATUS

CONSTRUCTION-METHOD Auger - Hollow Flight
OWNER-TYPE

COMMENCE-DATE

COMPLETION-DATE 2003-11-22
FINAL-DEPTH (metres) 4.00
DRILLED-DEPTH (metres) 4.00
CONTRACTOR-NAME

DRILLER-NAME

PROPERTY NEWCASTLE FORESHORE
GWMA - 
GW-ZONE - 
STANDING-WATER-LEVEL 2.00
SALINITY 443.00
YIELD 3.50

REGION 20 - HUNTER
RIVER-BASIN

AREA-DISTRICT

CMA-MAP

GRID-ZONE

SCALE

ELEVATION

ELEVATION-SOURCE

NORTHING 6356066.00
EASTING 386512.00
LATITUDE 32 55' 40"
LONGITUDE 151 47' 10"
GS-MAP

Page 1 of 3Groundwater Works Summary
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Form-A (top)  

 
Licensed (top)  

 
Construction (top)  

Negative depths indicate Above Ground Level;H-Hole;P-Pipe;OD-Outside Diameter;  
ID-Inside Diameter;C-Cemented;SL-Slot Length;A-Aperture;GS-Grain Size;Q-Quantity 

 
Water Bearing Zones (top)  

 
Drillers Log (top)  

AMG-ZONE 56
COORD-SOURCE Map Interpretation
REMARK

COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND
PARISH NEWCASTLE
PORTION-LOT-DP 2/729028

COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND
PARISH NEWCASTLE
PORTION-LOT-DP 2 729028

HOLE-
NO

PIPE-
NO

COMPONENT-
CODE

COMPONENT-
TYPE

DEPTH-
FROM 
(metres)

DEPTH-
TO 
(metres)

OD 
(mm)

ID 
(mm) INTERVAL DETAIL

1 Hole Hole 0.00 4.00 180
Auger - 
Hollow 
Flight

1 1 Casing PVC Class 9 0.00 4.00 48 44

Glued; 
Seated 
on 
Bottom; 
Cap

1 1 Opening Screen - 
Gauze/Mesh 2.80 4.00 60

PVC 
Class 9; 
SL: 
80mm; 
Glued

1 Annulus Waterworn/Rounded 2.80 4.00
Graded; 
GS: 2-
2.5mm; 
Q: 20m³

FROM-
DEPTH 
(metres)

TO-
DEPTH 
(metres)

THICKNESS 
(metres)

ROCK-
CAT-
DESC

S-
W-L

D-
D-L YIELD

TEST-
HOLE-
DEPTH 
(metres)

DURATION SALINITY 

2.00 4.00 2.00 2.00 2.50 2.00 0.50

FROM TO THICKNESS DESC GEO-MATERIAL COMMENT

0.00 1.40 1.40 fill (hard)

Page 2 of 3Groundwater Works Summary

26/07/2012http://is2.dnr.nsw.gov.au/proxy/dipnr/gwworks?GWWID=GW200282



 

Warning To Clients: This raw data has been supplied to the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources 
(DIPNR) by drillers, licensees and other sources. The DIPNR does not verify the accuracy of this data. The data is presented for 
use by you at your own risk. You should consider verifying this data before relying on it. Professional hydrogeological advice 
should be sought in interpreting and using this data. 

1.40 2.30 0.90 sand (grey with shells)
2.30 4.00 1.70 sand (coarse grey)

Page 3 of 3Groundwater Works Summary
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 ADVANCE LEGAL SEARCHERS PTY LIMITED 
 (ACN 47 943 842) 
 ABN 82 147 943 842 
 
P.O. Box 149        Telephone:         +612  9754 1590 
Yagoona NSW 2199      Mobile:                   0412 169 809 

Facsimile:          +612  9754 1364 
Email: alsearch@optusnet.com.au 

 
12th June, 2012 
 
COFFEY ENVIRONMENTS PTY LTD 
19 Warabrook Boulevarde 
WARABROOK NSW 2304 
 
 
Attention: James McMahon, 
 
 
 
RE:                                         39 Church Street, Newcastle  
                                                58 Bolton Street, Newcastle 
                                                     PO WARA12-01087 
 
 
Note 1: Lot 7002 DP 1077042 (Church Street) 
Note 2: Lot       1 DP 709455  (Bolton Street) 
 
 
Note 1 

 
 
 

Current Search 
 
Folio Identifier 7002/1077042 (title attached) 
DP 1077042 (plan attached) 
Dated 7th June, 2012 
Registered Proprietor: 
THE STATE OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



-2- 
 

 
 
 
   Title Tree 

Lot 7002 DP 1077042 
 

Folio Identifier 7002/1077042 
 

CROWN LAND  
                                        

 
**** 

 
Summary of proprietor(s) 

Lot 7002 DP 1077042 
 

 Year         Proprietor 
   
 (Lot 7002 DP 1077042)
2004 – todate The State of New South Wales 
Prior – 1985 CROWN LAND 
(Prior – 1971) (Revocation of Reserve from Sale or Lease Generally, Reserve No. 88089, 

being area 11 Acres 0 Roods 35 Perches, Government Gazette 8/1/1971 
Fol 24) 

 
 
 
 

**** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



-3- 
 
Note 2 

 
Current Search 

 
Folio Identifier 1/709455 (title attached) 
DP 709455 (plan attached) 
Dated 07th June, 2012 
Registered Proprietor: 
HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH THE SECOND FOR AND 
ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
COURTS ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

 
   Title Tree 

Lot 1 DP 709455 
 

Folio Identifier 1/709455 
 

PA 58767 
 

See Notes (a) to (e) inclusive 
 

                                   (a)                                                                              (b) 
   

Conveyance Book 495 No. 165   Conveyance Book 474 No. 285 
 
 
                      ***                *** 
 

 
                                   (c)                                                                              (d) 
   

Conveyance Book 307 No. 455   Conveyance Book 192 No. 487 
 
 
                      ***                *** 
 
 
                (e) 
 
   Conveyance Book 267 No. 549 
 
     *** 

 



-4- 
 

Summary of proprietor(s) 
Lot 1 DP 709455 

 
 Year         Proprietor 
   
 (Lot 1 DP 709455)
1994 – todate Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second for and on 

behalf of the Minister for Justice for the Department of Courts 
Administration 

1985 – 1994 Minister for Public Works & Ports acquisition of land for the purpose of 
Newcastle East Court Annexe, Government Gazette 17/4/1984 Fol 1835 

 
See Notes (a) to (e) inclusive 
 
 
Note (a) 
 
 (That piece or parcel of land, Parish of Newcastle, part of  

allotment 80 – Conv Bk 495 No. 165) 
1892 – 1985 The Minister of Public Instruction of the Colony of New South Wales, by 

notification of Resumption, Government Gazette 6/5/1891 for the purpose 
of erection thereon of a Public School 

1892 – 1892 John Paton, wharfinger 
 
 

***** 
 
 

Note (b) 
 
 (That piece or parcel of land, Parish of Newcastle, part of  

allotment 80 – Conv Bk 474 No. 285) 
1891 – 1985 The Minister of Public Instruction of the Colony of New South Wales, by 

notification of Resumption, Government Gazette 6/5/1891 for the purpose 
of erection thereon of a Public School 

1891 – 1891 James Russell, contractor 
Margaret Russell, wife 

 
 

***** 
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Note (c) 
 
 (That piece or parcel of land, Parish of Newcastle, allotment 82 – 

Area – 36 Perches - Conv Bk 307 No. 455) 
1885 – 1985 The Minister of Public Instruction of the Colony of New South Wales, by 

notification of Resumption, Government Gazette 27/7/1883 for the 
purpose of erection thereon of a Public School 

1884 – 1885 John Broughton, trustee and sole executor 
Frederick Alcoch, trustee of the estate of James Cann 

1866 – 1884 James Cann 
1866 – 1866 John Ponsford Luke 
 
 

***** 
 

 
 

Note (d) 
 
 (That piece or parcel of land, Parish of Newcastle, part of  

allotment 84 – Conv Bk 192 No. 487)
1883 – 1985 The Minister of Public Instruction of the Colony of New South Wales, by 

notification of Resumption, Government Gazette 31/3/1883 for the 
purpose of erection thereon of a Public School 

 
 

***** 
 

 
 

Note (e) 
 
 (That piece or parcel of land, Parish of Newcastle, part of  

allotment 85 – Area 24 Perches – Conv Bk 267 No. 549) 
1883 – 1985 The Minister of Public Instruction of the Colony of New South Wales, by 

notification of Resumption, Government Gazette 31/3/1883 for the 
purpose of erection thereon of a Public School 

 
 

***** 
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Photograph 3: Former Newcastle East School Building
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Photograph 5: Deteriotated weatherboards on southern building in site 2. Flaking lead paint
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Photograph 6: Flaking lead paint on the window sill of former school building.
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Appendix F 
NSW OEH Records 



Rate 
this 
site

You are here: Home > Contaminated land > Record of notices

Search results
Your search for:LGA: Newcastle City Council   Matched

relating to
Notice Type: Declaration of Significantly 
Contaminated Land

Se

    

Suburb Address Site Name

Hamilton 116 Tudor Street Hamilton - former service station 

Hamilton 5 Chatham Street Shell Depot 
Hamilton 
North 

Corner Clyde and Chatham 
Street 

AGL Hamilton North 

Hamilton 
North 

56 Clyde Street Former Black and Decker Site 

Hamilton 
North 

54 Clyde Street Former ELMA Factory 

Kooragang 15 Greenleaf Road Orica - Kooragang Island 

Mayfield Industrial Drive BHP Closure Site / Adjacent Hunter
River Sediments 

Mayfield Industrial Drive BHP Supply Area 
Mayfield Woodstock Street Koppers Coal Tar Products Mayfield
Mayfield Industrial Drive OneSteel Site 
Mayfield Industrial Drive Steel River Industrial Estate 
Shortland 1, 2, 28 Astra Street Astra Street Landfill 
Tighes Hill 110 Elizabeth Street Former Mobil Terminal 

Page 1 of 1
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Item
Name of Item: Newcastle Court House

Type of Item: Built

Group/Collection: Law Enforcement

Category: Courthouse

Location: Lat:151.78217605 Long:-32.92949126

Primary Address: 9 Church Street, Newcastle, NSW 2300

Local Govt. Area: Newcastle 

Property Description: 
Lot/Volume Code Lot/Volume Number Section Number Plan/Folio Code Plan/Folio Number

PART LOT 7002 - DP 1077042

All Addresses

Street Address Suburb/Town LGA Parish County Type
9 Church Street  Newcastle  Newcastle  Newcastle  Northumberland  Primary  

Owner/s 
Organisation Name Owner Category Date Ownership Updated
Attorney General's Department State Government 28 Jan 99  

Statement of 
Significance 

The Newcastle Court House is a fine and impressive building sited 
prominently in Bolton Street, Newcastle. Designed in the Victorian 
Italianate style it remains substantially intact and a grand example 
of late 19th century civic architecture within the town. The building 
has a lengthy association with the provision of justice in the district. 
 
Note: There are incomplete details for a number of items listed in NSW. 
The Heritage Branch intends to develop or upgrade statements of 
significance and other information for these items as resources become 
available. 

Description
Designer/Maker: James Barnet; Walter Liberty Vernon

Builder/Maker: C Coghill

Construction Years: 1890 - 1892

Physical Description: The Newcastle Court House is a grand Victorian Italianate building 
which provides an impressive terminating focal point to Bolton 
Street. The design is symmetrical comprising a large arched tower 
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entrance to the central Court Room with a recessed portico 
decorated with classically derived moulded details. This building is 
flanked on either side with single storey wing buildings which also 
have impressive decorative mouldings with raised pediments and 
pilasters dividing the window openings.  
The Newcastle Court House is constructed in rendered brick with 
applied cement moulded details.  
Architectural style: Victorian Italianate.  
Exterior: Rendered brick  
Interior: Joinery

Physical Condition and/or 
Archaeological Potential: Good condition   Date Condition Updated: 30 Oct 00 

Modifications and Dates: The court house of 1890-2 was extended to the east for offices and 
court rooms. Two trial courts were later added to the west of the 
building. There were extensive alterations and additions carried out 
to the 1892 and the 1949 buildings in 1982. Repairs following the 
1989 earthquake were undertaken in 1991. A new court house is 
under construction at the Civic Place and it is proposed to vacate 
this court house by 2015 (Newcastle Herald, 11/1/2011)

Current Use: courthouse

Former Use: courthouse

History
Historical Notes: Historical period; 1876 - 1900  

The Newcastle Court House was designed by the Colonial Architect, J 
Barnet and construction was supervised by his successor, Walter 
Liberty Vernon. The Court House was constructed by the contractor 
C Coghill and completed in 1892 at a cost of 14, 798/12/2 pounds. 
This building replaced an earlier Court House built in 1841 which 
after several additions had outgrown its usefulness.  
 
A new court house is under construction at the Civic Place and it is 
proposed to vacate this court house by 2015. New uses for the 
existing court house could include a boutique hotel or residential 
development (Newcastle Herald, 11/1/2011)

Historic Themes
Australian 

Theme (abbrev) New South Wales Theme Local Theme

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 
and cities

Land tenure - Activities and processes for identifying forms 
of ownership and occupancy of land and water, both 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal

Illustrates early ownership 
and occupancy of land 
within the Hunter Region - 

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 
and cities

Towns, suburbs and villages - Activities associated with 
creating, planning and managing urban functions, 
landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages

Decentralising 
metropolitan activities to 
provincial cities - 

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 
and cities

Towns, suburbs and villages - Activities associated with 
creating, planning and managing urban functions, 
landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages

Planning relationships 
between key structures 
and town plans - 

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 
and cities

Towns, suburbs and villages - Activities associated with 
creating, planning and managing urban functions, 
landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages

Planned towns serving a 
specific industry - 

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 

Towns, suburbs and villages - Activities associated with 
creating, planning and managing urban functions, 
landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages

Developing civic 
infrastructure and amenity 
- 
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and cities

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 
and cities

Towns, suburbs and villages - Activities associated with 
creating, planning and managing urban functions, 
landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages

Creating landmark 
structures and places in 
regional settings - 

4. Settlement - 
Building 
settlements, towns 
and cities

Towns, suburbs and villages - Activities associated with 
creating, planning and managing urban functions, 
landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages

Indicators of early town 
planning and the 
disposition of people 
within the emerging 
settlement - 

7. Governing - 
Governing

Law and order - Activities associated with maintaining, 
promoting and implementing criminal and civil law and legal 
processes

Dispensing justice - 

7. Governing - 
Governing

Law and order - Activities associated with maintaining, 
promoting and implementing criminal and civil law and legal 
processes

Policing and enforcing the 
law - 

8. Culture - 
Developing cultural 
institutions and 
ways of life

Creative endeavour - Activities associated with the 
production and performance of literary, artistic, 
architectural and other imaginative, interpretive or inventive 
works; and/or associated with the production and 
expression of cultural phenomena; and/or environments 
that have inspired such creative activities.

Architectural styles and 
periods - Victorian 
Italianate - 

9. Phases of Life - 
Marking the phases 
of life

Persons - Activities of, and associations with, identifiable 
individuals, families and communal groups

Associations with James 
Barnet, architect - 

Assessment Criteria Items are assessed against the  State Heritage Register (SHR) 
Criteria to determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings below 
for the level of statutory protection. 

Recommendations  
Management Category Description Date Updated
Recommended Management Produce a Conservation Management Plan (CMP)  

Recommended Management Prepare a maintenance schedule or guidelines  

Recommended Management Carry out interpretation, promotion and/or education  

Procedures /Exemptions
Section 
of Act Description Title Comments Action 

Date
57(2) Exemption to 

allow work 
Standard 
Exemptions 

SCHEDULE OF STANDARD EXEMPTIONS  
HERITAGE ACT 1977  
Notice of Order Under Section 57 (2) of the Heritage 
Act 1977  
 
I, the Minister for Planning, pursuant to subsection 57
(2) of the Heritage Act 1977, on the recommendation 
of the Heritage Council of New South Wales, do by this 
Order:  
 
1. revoke the Schedule of Exemptions to subsection 57
(1) of the Heritage Act made under subsection 57(2) 
and published in the Government Gazette on 22 
February 2008; and  
 
2. grant standard exemptions from subsection 57(1) 
of the Heritage Act 1977, described in the Schedule 
attached.  
 
FRANK SARTOR  

Sep 5 
2008  
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Minister for Planning  
Sydney, 11 July 2008  
 
To view the schedule click on the Standard Exemptions 
for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval link 
below. 

 Standard Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval

Listings

Heritage Listing Listing 
Title

Listing 
Number

Gazette 
Date

Gazette 
Number

Gazette 
Page

Heritage Act - State Heritage Register  00796 02 Apr 99  27 1546 

Heritage Act - s.170 NSW State 
agency heritage register 

     

Local Environmental Plan   03 Jul 92    

Register of the National Estate   21 Mar 78    

References, Internet links & Images
None
Note: Internet links may be to web pages, documents or images.

    

 
(Click on Thumbnail for Full Size Image and Image Details) 

Data Source
The information for this entry comes from the following source:

Name: Heritage Office

Database Number: 5045560

File Number: S95/00338/1

Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in the State Heritage Inventory is 
correct. If you find any errors or omissions please send your comments to the Database Manager.  
 
All information and pictures on this page are the copyright of the Heritage Branch or respective copyright 
owners. 

  NSW Government | Site Map  | Contact Us   | Copyright   | Disclaimer   | Privacy  
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Item
Name of Item: Newcastle Annexe

Type of Item: Built

Group/Collection: Law Enforcement

Category: Courthouse

Location: Lat:151.78217605 Long:-32.92949126

Primary Address: Church Street, Newcastle, NSW 2300

Local Govt. Area: Newcastle 

Property Description: 
Lot/Volume Code Lot/Volume Number Section Number Plan/Folio Code Plan/Folio Number

LOT 1 - DP 709455

All Addresses

Street Address Suburb/Town LGA Parish County Type
Church Street  Newcastle  Newcastle  Newcastle  Northumberland  Primary  

Bolton Street  Newcastle  Newcastle  Newcastle  Northumberland  Alternate  

Owner/s 
Organisation Name Owner Category Date Ownership Updated
Attorney General's Department State Government 28 Jan 99  

Statement of 
Significance 

The Newcastle Annexe is of considerable historical, social and townscape 
significance being reputably the oldest continuously existing school in 
Australia until its closure in 1980. The substantial Federation Free style 
designed building is a good example of Vernon's work. It is prominently 
located on a corner site within the centre of Newcastle. 
 
Note: There are incomplete details for a number of items listed in NSW. The 
Heritage Branch intends to develop or upgrade statements of significance and other 
information for these items as resources become available. 

Description
Designer/Maker: WL Vernon

Construction Years: 1908 - 1912

Physical Description: The Newcastle Annexe is designed in Vernon's typical federation Free 
Classical adopted school style. The building was designed as a substantial 
school classroom block with a hipped roof dominated by several tall 
chimneys. The bolton Street entrance is marked by a small gable roofed 
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projecting entrance bay which features a stone capped parapet.  
 
The Newcastle annexe is construced in face brick and features constrasting 
sandstone trim, abutments and string coursing. Original slate roofing 
material has been replaced with tiles.  
 
Architectural style: Federation  
Exterior; Brick, Sandstone, Tiles

Physical Condition 
and/or 
Archaeological 
Potential:

Good condition   

Modifications and 
Dates:

Roof replaced with tiles c1970.

History
Historical Notes: The Newcastle Annexe, originally constructed as the Newcastle East Public 

School was designed by the Government Architect WL Vernon and built 
between 1908 - 12. A school has existed on or near this site since 1816 and 
this school is recognised as being the oldest continuously existing school in 
Australia before its closure in 1980 when the Education Department vacated 
this property and Courts took over.  
Historical Period: 1901 - 1925

Historic Themes
Australian Theme 

(abbrev) New South Wales Theme Local 
Theme

6. Educating - 
Educating

Education - Activities associated with teaching and learning by children 
and adults, formally and informally.

(none) - 

7. Governing - 
Governing

Law and order - Activities associated with maintaining, promoting and 
implementing criminal and civil law and legal processes

(none) - 

Assessment Criteria Items are assessed against the  State Heritage Register (SHR) Criteria to 
determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings below for the level of 
statutory protection. 

Procedures /Exemptions
Section 
of Act Description Title Comments Action 

Date
57(2) Exemption to 

allow work 
Standard 
Exemptions 

SCHEDULE OF STANDARD EXEMPTIONS  
HERITAGE ACT 1977  
Notice of Order Under Section 57 (2) of the Heritage 
Act 1977  
 
I, the Minister for Planning, pursuant to subsection 57
(2) of the Heritage Act 1977, on the recommendation 
of the Heritage Council of New South Wales, do by this 
Order:  
 
1. revoke the Schedule of Exemptions to subsection 57
(1) of the Heritage Act made under subsection 57(2) 
and published in the Government Gazette on 22 
February 2008; and  
 
2. grant standard exemptions from subsection 57(1) 
of the Heritage Act 1977, described in the Schedule 

Sep 5 
2008  
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attached.  
 
FRANK SARTOR  
Minister for Planning  
Sydney, 11 July 2008  
 
To view the schedule click on the Standard Exemptions 
for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval link 
below. 

 Standard Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval

Listings

Heritage Listing Listing 
Title

Listing 
Number

Gazette 
Date

Gazette 
Number

Gazette 
Page

Heritage Act - State Heritage 
Register 

 00795 02 Apr 99  27 1546 

Heritage Act - s.170 NSW State 
agency heritage register 

     

References, Internet links & Images
None
Note: Internet links may be to web pages, documents or images.

    
(Click on Thumbnail for Full Size Image and Image Details) 

Data Source
The information for this entry comes from the following source:

Name: Heritage Office

Database Number: 5011939

File Number: S95/00338/1

Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in the State Heritage Inventory is 
correct. If you find any errors or omissions please send your comments to the Database Manager.  
 
All information and pictures on this page are the copyright of the Heritage Branch or respective copyright 
owners. 

  NSW Government | Site Map  | Contact Us   | Copyright   | Disclaimer   | Privacy  

Page 3 of 3Heritage Branch Website - Online Database

26/07/2012http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_04_2.cfm?itemid=5011939











































































































































































































































































 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Newcastle Courthouse  

Church Street, Newcastle, NSW 

 
 
Asbestos Materials Report 

 
Prepared for  
Attorney General’s Department of NSW 
Locked Bag 5111 
PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 2008 

File Ref  4009632.AA1 

 
Prepared by 
Napier & Blakeley Pty Ltd 
ACN 006 386 278 
Level 7 
120 Edward Street 
BRISBANE  QLD  4000 
Tel 07 3221 8255  Fax 07 3229 4402 



 

 

Table of Contents 
1. Introduction ..................................................................................................... 1  
2. Building Description ....................................................................................... 1  
3. Executive Summary and Recommendations ................................................ 1  
4. Nature of Survey ............................................................................................. 3  
5. Extent of Survey.............................................................................................. 3  
6. Asbestos Materials Identified......................................................................... 3  
7. Asbestos Management Plan and Safe Removal Of Asbestos...................... 5  
8. Asbestos Register – Methodology................................................................. 6  
9. Asbestos Materials Register .......................................................................... 8  
10. Certificates of Analysis................................................................................. 17  
11. Floor Plans..................................................................................................... 18  
12. Development of an Asbestos Management Plan ........................................ 19  
13. Identification of ACM in the Workplace ....................................................... 24  

 
 



 

Newcastle Courthouse Page 1 
Church Street, Newcastle, NSW 
File Ref  4009632.AA1 
August 2008 

1. Introduction 

In general accordance with your instructions, we have completed this report in accordance with 
the current NSW Asbestos Legislation, and in particular the Occupational Health and Safety Act 
2000 and the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation 2001. 
 
The purpose of the audit is to identify the location and condition of all asbestos containing 
building materials present within the subject building and to assess the likely impact of these 
materials on the buildings occupants and any future building/refurbishment or fit-out works 
within the building. 
 
2. Building Description 

The Courthouse was built in three distinct phases and these have been referred to as Buildings 
A, B, and C. Building B was the original structure and is in the middle. It was built in the late 
1800’s and is essentially a sandstone structure with timber framed windows and a timber 
framed slate roof. Accommodation is mostly confined to two levels. Building A was built, it 
appears, in 1949 and is to the east of the original building. Building A was refurbished in 1980 
with the refurbishment including new extensions at the front. The building has facilities over four 
levels with the upper roof level containing the plant room. Building C was built in 1966 and is to 
the west of the original structure. It has three levels including car parking facilities at the lower 
level. 
 
Plans showing the different building sections and the asbestos contained can be found in 
Section 11. 
 
3. Executive Summary and Recommendations 

Asbestos materials are confirmed or presumed present within Building A  in the form of: 
 

• Asbestos based core material to all fire doors with the exception of two on Level 1. 

• Asbestos based vinyl tiling to the Level 1 Plant Room. 

• Asbestos based gaskets to boilers/compressors/pumps, etc in the plant and boiler 
rooms. 

• Asbestos cement flue pipe to the hot water heater in the Level 3 Plant Room. 

• Asbestos based vinyl tiling in the PABX room at the rear of the building. 

• Asbestos based waterproofing membrane under newer membranes on the roof. 
This would apply anywhere in any of the three building sections. 

• Asbestos core material to the PABX room fire door. 

• Asbestos cement water piping and electrical conduit in underground locations. 

 

Asbestos materials are confirmed or presumed present within Building B  in the form of: 
 

• Asbestos based core material to all fire doors with the exception of those noted 
above. 

• Asbestos cement wall and ceiling linings within the Jury Toilets. 

• Asbestos based vinyl tiling to the store room under the stairs behind Court Room 6. 
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• Asbestos cement linings to the fire hose reel cupboard on Level 2, adjacent to Legal 
Aid. 

• Asbestos cement lining to a metal duct in the cell next to DOCS Control Room. 

• Asbestos cement roof eaves to the raised roof section over Court Room 4 and to 
eaves at a lower level and visible from the rear. 

• Asbestos cement linings to the Electrical cupboard and fire hose reel cupboard, 
Level 2, on the front wall of the Court Attendant’s Room. 

• Visible Asbestos cement debris on Level 1 in the cupboard between Cell 2 and the 
fire hose reel cupboard. 

• Asbestos based waterproofing membrane under newer coverings on the roof. This 
would apply anywhere in any of the three building sections. 

• Asbestos cement water piping and electrical conduit in underground locations. 

 
Asbestos materials are confirmed or presumed present within Building C  in the form of: 
 

• Two disused asbestos cement flue pipes in the hot water cupboard adjacent to the 
roof access ladder. 

• Asbestos based waterproofing membrane under newer membranes on the roof. 
This would apply anywhere in any of the three building sections. 

• Asbestos cement roof eaves to roofing over both Courts 1 and 2. 

• An asbestos cement flue pipe in the male toilet on Level 3. 

• Asbestos cement linings within the electrical cupboards opening off the public foyers 
adjacent to Courts 1 and 2. 

• Asbestos cement sheet covering a portion of the air vent to the rear wall of the car 
park. 

• Visible asbestos cement debris to the rear of the building. 

• On Level 1, treat all vinyl tiles as containing asbestos. This includes the Cleaner’s 
Storage room, DOCS amenities, and the DOCS rooms adjacent to the stairs in the 
north-west corner. 

• Asbestos cement water piping and electrical conduit in underground locations. 

 
Materials such as those found on this site represent a minimal health risk if left undisturbed, are 
in good condition, and in the case of asbestos cement sheeting, are kept sealed with paint.  
 
The following actions will need to be taken as part of the legislative requirements; 
 
1. A Management Plan needs to be established. (See Section 12) 

2. Where damage occurs to any asbestos cement sheet, the edges need to be sealed with 
paint. Debris needs to be collected and disposed of in accordance with the Code. 

3. Warning signs need to be attached to or adjacent to any asbestos materials. 

4. A centrally located sign is needed advising of the presence of an Asbestos Register and 
where it is located. This register should be available to “workers and their 
representatives, any other employers within the premises, any person removing 
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asbestos materials, any person engaged to perform work that may disturb any Asbestos 
Materials, and any other person who might be exposed.” 

5. Updating of the Register when Asbestos Materials are removed from the site or worked 
upon. 

6. The Register including any risk assessments should be reviewed every 12 months or 
earlier where; (1) a risk assessment indicates the need for reassessment, or (2) any 
Asbestos Containing Materials have been disturbed. 

7. Consideration needs to be given into having the Asbestos Materials removed  – 
perhaps in a phased program. This removes the need for signs, annual inspections, and 
a Management Plan, etc. 

 
4. Nature of Survey 

The survey was undertaken on 14 August 2008 by way of a visual inspection of construction 
materials located on the building. Any samples of materials that were suspected of containing 
asbestos would be taken for analysis to an approved NATA registered laboratory. The samples 
would be analysed using polarised light microscopy supplemented with dispersion oil staining. 
 
A total of eleven samples were taken for analysis and the results of the analysis are contained 
in the NATA endorsed laboratory report in Section 10 of this report. 
 
Where applicable, a photographic record of materials was collected and included in the 
asbestos register. 
 
5. Extent of Survey 

The constraints of a “non destructive” survey limited the extent to which some elements of the 
buildings were able to be assessed, however, where possible, ceiling tiles were removed to 
inspect ceiling and roof voids, pipe riser shafts were inspected and hinged access panels were 
opened. 
 
Whilst one can be reasonably confident that all asbestos containing materials that might be 
routinely encountered in the normal day-to-day activities of the buildings have been identified 
and assessed, no guarantees can be made that all asbestos materials were identified since 
demolition activities may well reveal materials in areas inaccessible to this inspection. 
 
This report is confined to reporting the discovery (or non-discovery as the case may be) and 
presence of asbestos by visual inspection and non-destructive methods of those areas of the 
building(s) or property accessible to and inspected by Napier & Blakeley Pty Ltd at the date of 
inspection. 
 
Given the intent of this inspection, we have not inspected parts of the building, covered up or 
otherwise made inaccessible during construction, alteration or fitting out of the building. We 
have therefore been unable to comment as to whether such areas are free from building 
materials containing asbestos. 
 
6. Asbestos Materials Identified 

Materials which are identified as containing or not containing asbestos, but which were not 
sampled due to their lack of accessibility (height), good condition (without causing damage), 



 

Newcastle Courthouse Page 4 
Church Street, Newcastle, NSW 
File Ref  4009632.AA1 
August 2008 

possibility of causing contamination have been assumed to contain or not contain asbestos 
based on their age, physical appearance, fixing types (nail and screw heads, cover strips or 
cover battens) and the results of sample analysis for similar materials throughout the building.  
These materials are indicated as “assumed” or “presumed” to contain or not contain asbestos 
throughout this report. 
 
6.1 Building A 

Building A has at least 15 fire doors to the four levels. Only two were tested for the presence of 
asbestos based core material. Both were found to be free of asbestos and were located at the 
Chambers Room behind Court 8, and at the separation wall between Building A and Building B 
on Level 1 near the Lightwell. None have identification tags which would identify them as being 
the same as all the other fire doors. We recommend therefore that all other fire doors be treated 
as containing asbestos until they can be individually tested. The door to the boiler room has 
missing hardware and the core is exposed. We recommend that this door be replaced. 
 
Asbestos based vinyl floor coverings are confirmed and presumed present in a number of 
locations including the PABX room at the rear, and the plant room on Level 1. Vinyl from the 
plant room was tested and found to contain Chrysotile asbestos. Vinyl from the Store Room 
behind Court 8 was tested and found to be free of asbestos. Any vinyl found within the building 
during any renovations should be presumed to contain asbestos.  
 
Plant and Boiler Room equipment including boilers, pumps, and motors, should all be presumed 
to contain asbestos based gaskets.  
 
The hot water heater in the level 3 plant room has an asbestos cement flue pipe present. 
 
Membrane waterproofing material under the more recently added membranes should be 
presumed to contain asbestos given their extensive use in the past. 
 
The site should be presumed to contain asbestos cement water pipes and electrical conduits 
that are not visible or are likely to be underground. 
 
6.2 Building B 

Building B had at least 5 fire doors that could be accessed and possibly some others that could 
not be at the time of the audit. Only one of these was tested and this was found to be free of 
asbestos as noted above. All others should be treated as containing asbestos and tested when 
repairs are needed or hardware needs to be changed. 
 
Although unable to be accessed at the time of the inspection, toilets at the rear of the building 
and serving the Jury Room are likely to have asbestos cement wall and ceiling linings and also 
possibly asbestos cement toilet partitions. All fibre cement sheet in this area should be treated 
as containing asbestos. 
 
Asbestos based vinyl floor coverings are confirmed present in the stair cupboard at the rear of 
Court 6. Vinyl from the cupboard was tested and found to contain Chrysotile asbestos. Vinyl 
from the Loft Store Room on Level 4 was tested and found to be free of asbestos. Any vinyl 
found within the building during any renovations should be presumed to contain asbestos.  
 
A number of areas to Building B contained fibre cement linings which could not be tested but 
should be presumed to contain asbestos. These include linings to the level 2 fire hose reel 
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cupboard adjacent to Legal Aid, the roof eaves to the raised roof over Court 4, the roof eaves to 
lower sections of building as seen at the rear of the Jury Toilets, the electrical cupboard and fire 
hose reel cupboard on the front wall of the level 2 Court Attendant’s room, and to the duct in the 
cell next to DOCS Control Room.  
 
In addition, debris seen in the level 1 cupboard between Cell 2 and the fire hose reel cupboard 
should be presumed to be asbestos cement. 
 
Samples of fibre cement ceiling were taken from the level 1 Court Records Room at the rear of 
the building and from the old Plant Room (now a DOCS Gym), and both were found to be free 
of asbestos. 
 
Membrane waterproofing material under the more recently added membranes should be 
presumed to contain asbestos given their extensive use in the past. 
 
The site should be presumed to contain asbestos cement water pipes and electrical conduits 
that are not visible or are likely to be underground. 
 
6.3 Building C 

Asbestos based vinyl floor coverings are confirmed present in the Level 1 Cleaner’s Storage 
Room and in the Level 1 DOCS Change rooms. Samples from both were shown to contain 
Chrysotile asbestos. Vinyl tiling in all areas of level 1 at the front of the building in the north-west 
corner should also be presumed to contain asbestos. These were not sampled. 
 
On Level 3, the building contains a number of asbestos cement flue pipes to hot water heaters. 
One is located in the male toilet on the south side of the building and two are located in the level 
3 stairwell adjacent to the roof ladder access. 
 
A number of areas in Building C are presumed to have asbestos cement linings including the 
roof eaves over Courts 1 and 2, the fire and electrical cupboards in the Court’s 1 and 2 foyers, 
and a portion of the car park vent on the rear wall of level 1. A sample of the ceiling tiles found 
outside the DOCS Records Room was found to be free of asbestos. 
 
We also note what is assumed to be asbestos cement debris scattered in small fragments 
around the rear of Buildings B and C. 
 
Membrane waterproofing material under the more recently added membranes should be 
presumed to contain asbestos given their extensive use in the past. 
 
The site should be presumed to contain asbestos cement water pipes and electrical conduits 
that are not visible or are likely to be underground. 
 
7. Asbestos Management Plan and Safe Removal Of Asbestos 

The National Code of Practice for the Management and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces  
[NOHSC:2018 (2005)] requires that Owners or Managers of buildings determine whether the 
building contains Asbestos; and if the building has Asbestos Containing Materials , the Owner 
or Manager must put in place an Asbestos Management Plan  incorporating an Asbestos 
Register . 
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The Plan deals with identification, assessment and control of the asbestos. The general 
principals of the Development of the Asbestos Management Plan as outlined in the Code of 
Practice are reprinted in the Section 10. 
 
Should maintenance, refurbishment or demolition work involving disturbance of asbestos 
materials be considered, then the asbestos material should be removed prior to the work 
commencing. All removal of asbestos should be carried out in accordance with the Code of 
Practice for the Safe Removal of Asbestos 2nd Edition [NOHSC:2002 (2005)] 
 
Materials that were concealed during the survey but have become exposed during demolition 
works and are suspected of containing asbestos should have their composition determined prior 
to works in these areas continuing. 
 
8. Asbestos Register – Methodology 

If Asbestos Materials have been identified, an Asbestos Materials Register will be included in 
this report. In accordance with the regulation, information relating to the location, type, form, 
condition and risk have been provided. The following characteristics have been used to 
describe asbestos form and risk: 
 
8.1 Matrix/ Form/ Stability 

• Friable 

− Consisting of a soft matrix, easily crumbles or reduced to powder when rubbed 
between the fingers. Access to areas containing friable asbestos is only 
permitted under controlled conditions 

• Hard 

− The asbestos fibre is not released when rubbed between the fingers but the 
structure of the matrix is destroyed by mechanical abrading, such as cutting or 
hammering. 

• Bonded 

− The asbestos is firmly fixed in a solid matrix which even after mechanical 
abrading (such as cutting or hammering) does not readily release fibres from 
the matrix. 

 
8.2 Risk Assessment 

An assessment of the risk posed by each of the asbestos materials has been carried out for the 
subject building. The risk posed by these materials has been given a priority rating of 1, 2, 3 and 
4 according to the following definitions. 
 
8.2.1 Priority R1 – High Risk Potential 

Friable asbestos materials as typically located in boilers, plant and pipe lagging, sprayed 
insulation materials, millboard etc - a potential health risk. Monitoring should be considered if it 
has not already been done. Requires immediate attention or removal. Label with warning signs 
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8.2.2 Priority R2 – Medium Risk Potential 

Asbestos materials which are in a damaged or exposed state and in poor condition. Exposure to 
asbestos is likely to occur. Monitoring should be considered. Prompt remedial action is 
recommended to encapsulate/ treat or remove to reduce risk. Label with warning signs. 
 
8.2.3 Priority R3 – Low Risk Potential 

Asbestos materials whilst not a current substantial risk, if subject to demolition or disturbance, 
would pose a possible future risk. Appropriate remedial action should be undertaken when 
convenient. Prior to removal, effective management of the situation should be implemented (eg. 
monitoring). Label with warning signs. 
 
8.2.4 Priority R4 – Minimal Risk Potential 

Asbestos materials are stable, non-friable and effectively sealed against dispersion to 
atmosphere or contact. Health risk is negligible if left undisturbed under the control of an 
adequate management plan. Inspect annually. Label with warning signs. 
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9. Asbestos Materials Register 
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Asbestos Materials Register 
Property details Legend 

Property name 
Newcastle Court House 

Type of 
asbestos 

Matrix / 
form / 

stability 
Condition Risk rating 

Property address CH – Chrysotile Friable Sound R1 – High 

A – Amosite Hard Poor R2 – Medium 
 

Church Street 
NEWCASTLE  NSW  2300 

CR – Crocidolite Bonded Damaged R3 – Low 

NBC Project No. 4009632.AA1 NT – Not tested   R4 - Minimal 

Building ref      

 
Building A 
 
 
Item ref 6.1 Location 

Level All levels All fire doors shown on plans with the 
exception of two that were tested on Level 1 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Friable 

Condition 
Some 
damage 
noted 

Presumed asbestos based core material in 
doors that were not tested. 

Risk R3 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Doors not tested had no identity tags to 
confirm they were the same as doors tested. 
Therefore treat all fire doors as containing 
asbestos until tested. Doors should be tested if 
repair works are needed or hardware needs to 
be changed. The boiler room door is damaged 
and we recommend its replacement. 

    
Photo of Boiler room door and PABX 
door 

 
Item ref 6.1 Location 

Level Level 1 Plant and PABX Rooms 

Type CH Description of material 

Matrix Bonded 

Condition Sound 
Confirmed and presumed asbestos based vinyl 
tiling 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref M001 

Date 
removed  

Vinyl is a bonded product that represents a 
minimal health risk if left undisturbed. Label 
with warning label and avoid any abrasion by 
cutting, drilling, or sanding. 
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Item ref 6.1 Location 

Level Level 4 Roof Plant and Boiler Rooms 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Bonded 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos based gaskets to boiler, 
pumps, and motors 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

The products represent a minimal health risk if 
left undisturbed. Label with warning labels and 
avoid abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

    
 

 

 
Item ref 6.1 Location 

Level Four Connected to top of hot water heater 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos cement flue pipe 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Flue pipe is sound and represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed. Apply warning 
labels and avoid any abrasion by cutting or 
drilling. Suggest that flue be sealed with a 
suitable paint. 

 

 
Item ref 6.1 Location 

Level Level 4 Exterior roof areas  

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Not sighted 

Condition Not sighted 

Presumed asbestos based membrane material 
under waterproofing membranes added more 
recently. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Any asbestos membranes present are 
encapsulated by the newer membranes and 
would offer a minimal health risk if left 
undisturbed. Take the appropriate precautions 
during any renovations or demolition. 

 

 
Item ref 6.1 Location 

Level All levels Below the building or within service ducts not 
sighted. 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Not sighted 

Presumed asbestos cement water and/or 
conduit pipes within hidden areas of the building 
or below the building. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed 

 

Pipes would represent a minimal risk if left 
undisturbed. If discovered during any 
excavation or renovation, avoid any abrasion by 
cutting or drilling. Remove in accordance with 
the appropriate Code of Practice. 

No Photo 
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Building B 
 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Level 2 Jury Toilets at rear of building 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Not fully 
sighted 

Presumed asbestos cement wall and ceiling 
linings and possible toilet partitions 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed 

 

Toilets could not be accessed and photo was 
taken through rear window. Asbestos cement 
sheet represents a minimal health risk if left 
undisturbed and is kept sealed with paint. Apply 
warning labels and avoid any abrasion by 
cutting or drilling. 

 

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Level 1 Cell on rear wall next to DOCS Control Room 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 

Presumed asbestos cement lining over metal 
air duct. This could also be a feature of other 
cells. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Asbestos cement sheet represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and is kept sealed 
with paint. Apply warning labels and avoid any 
abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

 

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Level 1 Stair cupboard behind Court 6 

Type CH Description of material 

Matrix Bonded 

Condition Sound 
Asbestos based vinyl floor tiling 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref M004 

Date 
removed  

Vinyl is a bonded product that represents a 
minimal health risk if left undisturbed. Label with 
warning label and avoid any abrasion by 
cutting, drilling, or sanding. 

 

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Level 2 
Hose reel and electrical cupboards both next to 
the Legal Aid office and adjacent to the Court 
Attendant’s office  

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos cement linings within 
cupboards. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Asbestos cement sheet represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and is kept sealed 
with paint. Apply warning labels and avoid any 
abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

    
 

 



 

Newcastle Courthouse Page 12 
Church Street, Newcastle, NSW 
File Ref  4009632.AA1 
August 2008 

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Levels 2 
and 4 Roof eaves at Level 2 and Level 3 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 

Presumed asbestos cement roof eaves to 
roofing at the second level and roofing over 
Court 4 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Asbestos cement sheet represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and is kept sealed 
with paint. Apply warning labels and avoid any 
abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

   
    Over Court 4          Rear Of Building 

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Level 1 Small cupboard between Cell 2 and the hose 
reel cupboard 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Damaged 
Presumed asbestos cement debris sighted in 
cupboard 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed 

 
Debris unlikely to be exposing workers to air 
borne fibres. Remove as required. 

 
 
 

    

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level All levels Below the building or within service ducts not 
sighted. 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Not sighted 

Presumed asbestos cement water and/or 
conduit pipes within hidden areas of the building 
or below the building. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Pipes would represent a minimal risk if left 
undisturbed. If discovered during any 
excavation or renovation, avoid any abrasion by 
cutting or drilling. Remove in accordance with 
the appropriate Code of Practice. 

No Photo 

 
Item ref 6.2 Location 

Level Level 4 Exterior flat roof areas  

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Not sighted 

Condition Not sighted 

Presumed asbestos based membrane material 
under waterproofing membranes added more 
recently. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Any asbestos membranes present are 
encapsulated by the newer membranes and 
would offer a minimal health risk if left 
undisturbed. Take the appropriate precautions 
during any renovations or demolition. 

No Photo 
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Building C 
 
 
Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Level 3 Hot water cupboard adjacent to the roof access 
ladder and hot water cupboard in Male Toilet 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos cement hot water heater 
flue pipes x 3; now disconnected 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Asbestos cement pipes represent a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and are kept 
sealed with paint. Apply warning labels and 
avoid any abrasion by cutting or drilling. Seal 
the one unsealed pipe with paint. Remove as 
required. 

    

 
Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Roof Roofs over Courts 1 and 2 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos cement eaves linings 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Asbestos cement sheet represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and is kept sealed 
with paint. Apply warning labels and avoid any 
abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

 

 
Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Level 1 
All rooms situated at car park level with vinyl tile 
flooring including Cleaner’s Store, DOCS 
Amenities, and DOCS Records 

Type CH Description of material 

Matrix Bonded 

Condition Sound 
Presumed and confirmed asbestos based vinyl 
floor tiling. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref M008 M010 

Date 
removed  

Vinyl is a bonded product that represents a 
minimal health risk if left undisturbed. Label with 
warning label and avoid any abrasion by 
cutting, drilling, or sanding. 
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Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Level 1 Rear air vent to car park 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos cement linings over 
sections of vent 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed 

 

Asbestos cement sheet represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and is kept sealed 
with paint. These linings are not sealed. Seal 
with paint, apply warning labels, and avoid any 
abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

 

 
Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Levels 2 
and 3 

Service cupboards off public spaces outside 
Courts 1 and 2 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Sound 
Presumed asbestos cement linings inside 
cupboards 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Asbestos cement sheet represents a minimal 
health risk if left undisturbed and is kept sealed 
with paint. Apply warning labels and avoid any 
abrasion by cutting or drilling. 

 

 
Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Level 1 Rear of buildings, mainly B and C 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Damaged 
Presumed asbestos cement debris. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Debris unlikely to be exposing workers to air 
borne fibres. Removal, however, is 
recommended. Follow guidelines as set out in 
the Code of Practice. 

    

 
Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level All levels Below the building or within service ducts not 
sighted. 

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Hard 

Condition Not sighted 

Presumed asbestos cement water and/or 
conduit pipes within hidden areas of the building 
or below the building. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed  

Pipes would represent a minimal risk if left 
undisturbed. If discovered during any 
excavation or renovation, avoid any abrasion by 
cutting or drilling. Remove in accordance with 
the appropriate Code of Practice. 

No Photo 
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Item ref 6.3 Location 

Level Level 4 Exterior flat roof areas  

Type NT Description of material 

Matrix Not sighted 

Condition Not sighted 

Presumed asbestos based membrane material 
under waterproofing membranes added more 
recently. 

Risk R4 Comments / recommendations 

Sample ref NT 

Date 
removed 

 

Any asbestos membranes present are 
encapsulated by the newer membranes and 
would offer a minimal health risk if left 
undisturbed. Take the appropriate precautions 
during any renovations or demolition. 

 

 
 
Building Elements found to be Free of Asbestos 
 

 
1. Fire door to Chambers behind Court 8 and Fire door separating Buildings A and B near bottom of ramp. 
 
2. Vinyl flooring to store room behind Court 8 
 

 
3. Vinyl to Loft Store room, Building B 
 

 
4. Ceiling lining – Court Records  
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5. Ceiling lining -Building B – DOCS Gym and Plant room 
 
6. Suspended ceiling tiles to DOCS Record Rooms 
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10. Certificates of Analysis 
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11. Floor Plans 
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12. Development of an Asbestos Management Plan 

This is reprinted from the National Code of Practice for the Management and Control of 
Asbestos in Workplaces [ NOHSC:2018 (2005) ] 
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13. Identification of ACM in the Workplace 

This is reprinted from the Code of Practice for the Management and Control of Asbestos in 
Workplaces [NOHSC:2018(2005)] 
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